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A
lthough Burns 
Night was officially 
yesterday, the birth date 
of Scotland’s most 
beloved poet, most of 

the celebrations of Robert Burns’ 
life and work start this weekend. 
Whether you’re into a formal 
supper, a whisky-fuelled knees-up 
or a more thoughtful take on the 
Bard’s legacy, there’s plenty to 
choose from across the country.

Edinburgh
For a contemporary approach to 
this most Scottish of celebrations, 
head for Burns unbroke (until 
March 10, artruist.com) a new 
multi-arts festival at Edinburgh’s 
Summerhall. It takes in visual art, 
performance and more. tonight’s 
highlights include music from folk-
noir singer Rachel Sermanni (inset); 
and tomorrow the arty collective 
Neu! Reekie! are hosting An 
Alternative Burns Night. the line-
up includes writer A l Kennedy 
and poet Kevin Williamson, 
musicians, whisky and haggis for 
your winter bellies. 

 tomorrow Flint & Pitch, also as 
part of Burns unbroke, are putting 
on A Flyting, in which poets, 
including Billy letford and former 
Scottish Makar liz lochhead, 
respond to a Burns poem of their 
choosing. on Sunday there’s Robert 
Burns: Rough Cut, an adaptation of 
a novel about the Bard, presented 
with song, film and theatre. Keep an 
eye out, too, for Isle of Arran 
whisky masterclasses, (tonight and 
various dates) also at Summerhall.

 Also on display at Summerhall 
will be the work of more than 30 
visual artists, including the 
Chapman Brothers, Douglas 
gordon, greg Moodie, Calum 
Colvin and Adrian Wiszniewski, 

exploring the contemporary 
relevance of Burns’ life or work. A 
section of the capital’s New town 
area will be devoted to the Bard for 
Red, Red Rose Street (tonight and 
tomorrow, redredrosestreet.co.uk). 
It includes everything from a family 
ceilidh at the george Street 
Freemasons’ hall to a Burns 
Comedy Show at the Basement of 
the Rose theatre. there will also be 
live music and other entertainment 
in various bars around Rose Street.  
If you fancy something more 
traditional, but in a maritime 
setting, check out the Britannia 
Burns’ Supper on the Royal Yacht 
Brittania (tonight and tomorrow, 
royalyachtbritannia.co.uk).

Alloway, Ayr
the Robert Burns Birthplace 
Museum (tonight, burnsmuseum.
org.uk) is hosting a haggis hooley, 
in what it describes as a ‘family-
friendly nod to a Burns Supper’, 
with a three-course traditional meal  
and a ceilidh. tomorrow you can 
join in with Burns Alicht, a special 
tour around the museum’s 
illuminated grounds to celebrate the 
poet’s birthday. You’ll get a lantern, 
but be prepared for the spooky Auld 
Kirk graveyard where witches may 
lurk. the evening ends with the 
traditional burning of 
John Barleycorn to the 
sound of tribal drums. 
on Sunday, the 
museum is hosting a 
family day, which 
includes lots of     
child-friendly 
entertainment, 
and the fun of 
the World 
haggis 
hurling 
contest. 

Inverness
Eden Court in Inverness is 
organising the Big Burns Stramash, 
which includes two Wee Burns 
Ceidlidhs for kids (tomorrow at 
11am and 2pm,whatsonhighlands.
com) and the Big Burns Ravin’ 
Ceilidh in the evening with the 
Monster Ceilidh Band – all at the 
one touch theatre.

 the Burns Supper Festival 
(bigburnssupper.com) celebrations 
continue in Dumfries with music 
and other entertainment in various 
venues. Shows at the Spiegeltent 
include le haggis, Mercury Prize 
winner Badly Drawn Boy (tonight), 
1960s pop star Donovan, the Brian 
Molley Quartet, the Soul Nation 
Choir (tomorrow) and Sunday 
Sessions, featuring, among others, 
the Bay City Rollers and the 
Dangleberries. tomorrow and 
Sunday the theatre Royal is the 
venue for Bear & Butterfly, a 
musical play for children.

Glasgow
lots of pubs and restaurants are 
putting on food and drink-focused 
events, including the Innis & gun 
Beer Kitchen and Cottiers in the 

West End. tomorrow, 
the gaia Women’s 
Burns Supper (gaia 
women.org) at the 
lorne hotel will 
celebrate Burns’ 

love of women. 
there’s a 

supper and   
various 
artists will 
also 
perform, 
and the 
event is 
just for 

women. 

FEEL 
THE 
BURNS

Weekend
Weekend

There’s loads of  
events kicking 
off this weekend 
to celebrate 
Burns Night. 
Ashley Davies 
picks the best

 Visual feast: Greg Moodie’s  
 intrepretation of Robbie Burns will  
 be on display at Summerhall 

 Action packed: Above,  
 Le Haggis in Dumfries;  
 right: Robert Burns  
 Rough Cut 
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